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I bring you Wisconsin, my first RCT2 park. Shortly after picking up RCT2, I came up with the idea for a tribute to my home state of Wisconsin. While it may not seem like very "thrilling" subject matter, my intimate knowledge of the state has yielded some fun theming ideas that have made for an interesting park.

Wisconsin is not a realistic park. It’s not really a fantasy park, either. I like to think of it as a living version of one of those tourist maps where everything’s all cartoony and out of scale. Each attraction is named for a city in Wisconsin or a facet of Wisconsin culture, and placed accordingly on the park map.

Descriptions of Wisconsin’s attractions can be found starting on page 3 of this document.
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Thank you for taking the time to view my little tribute. Wisconsin has lots to offer, and I hope you get a chance to visit the real state sometime.

-cBass.

Attractions:

(click on underlined attractions for more info or a picture)

Amtrak

People don't rides trains as often as they used to, but in my Wisconsin, Amtrak is the way to go. The real Amtrak operates 7 daily frequencies between Milwaukee and Chicago, along with the daily route up to St. Paul, MN. My Amtrak (which is actually a monorail) circumnavigates the park via four stations, passing through and around many of the attractions.

Apostle Islands Jet Skis

Wisconsin's northernmost landscape juts out into Lake Superior as the scenic archipelago known as the Apostle Islands. The national lakeshore includes 21 islands and 12 miles of mainland Lake Superior shoreline, featuring pristine stretches of sand beach and spectacular sea caves. Explore this natural wonderland on your own thrilling jet ski.

Barnevelde Twister

When an F5 tornado ripped through the small Wisconsin town of Barneveld on June 8, 1984, the only structure left standing was the water tower. My Virginia Reel, Barneveld Twister, is dedicated to the 9 people whose lives were lost as a result.

Big Chief Castle Go Karts
Big Chief Carts and Coasters in Wisconsin Dells (“The World’s Largest Go-Kart Complex”) is a collection of 16 go-kart tracks and 5 small-to-medium-sized wooden coasters. Someday I may try to recreate the whole park, but for now I’ve settled on one of the tracks that winds around and through a small castle.

Black Ice

For those of you in warmer climates, black ice is the term for the thin, nearly invisible coating of ice that forms on paved roads at very low temperatures. It’s nasty stuff but this mini coaster takes it head-on, curving around hills and down dangerous icy slopes.

Capitol Coaster
Completed in 1917, the Wisconsin State Capitol in Madison was designed to be just 3.5 inches shorter than the Nation's Capitol in Washington, D.C. My replica houses a modest junior coaster.

Circus World Museum

Wisconsin became known as "The Mother of Circuses" a century ago by virtue of having been the home or winter quarters of more than 100 of the traveling tent shows, more circus fun than emanated from any other state. But none attained greater acclaim and stature than the Ringling Brothers Circus founded there in 1884 by a Baraboo quintet of native siblings. In 1954 the Circus World Museum was opened to the public on the very same banks of the Baraboo river where the Ringling circus had wintered for 34 years.

County Fair
Here is my scaled down version of the ubiquitous County Fair, which is one of the biggest events of the year for many rural Wisconsin counties. While there’s no beer tent or tractor pull, the County Fair does include the Demolition Derby, twin Ferris Wheels, the Spooky House, the Vomitron, the Orbiter, and Kiddy Koptors, as well as the northern end of the Trans Wisconsin Skyway chairlift.

Dahmer's Apartment of Horrors

Between 1987 and 1991, homosexual cannibal Jeffrey Dahmer killed at least 15 people in his Milwaukee apartment, saving many of their heads and other body parts in his freezer, and dissolving the rest in several 55-gallon vats of acid in his bedroom. Tour this grizzly urban death hole at your own risk!

Deer Hunter

Deer Hunting is a big deal in Wisconsin. Each Fall hundreds of thousands of Wisconsin men pack their rifles, don their blaze-orange hunting gear and spend some quality time drinking beer in the woods. Sometimes they also shoot deer. The ritual is celebrated by this wooden coaster that chases the White Tail across the woodsy landscape.

Door County Cherry Picker

If Wisconsin is the back of your left hand, Door County is your thumb. The peninsula is a beautiful mosaic of small farms, state parks, resorts and campgrounds that come alive in the summer months, with no major highways or chain restaurants to be found. The climate is ideal for growing cherries (10.5 million pounds of them last year), which has inspired my compact Intamin coaster, the Door County Cherry Picker. If that looks too twisted for you, then try a leisurely ride on the Peninsula Trolley as it rings the coast.

Downtown Milwaukee
Milwaukee's skyline isn't the most beautiful in the world, but it's the only one in Wisconsin. I studied dozens of photographs in order to recreate 20 of Milwaukee’s tallest and most inspired buildings. The rest I just made up. You can tour these mountains of concrete, steel and glass from the street level via one of three Rush Hour car rides that meander through the streets. Or hop on the highway and see the sights from the high-speed I-94 go-karts.

EAA Fly-In
Each summer on the shores of Lake Winnebago, Oshkosh hosts the Experimental Aircraft Association Convention and Fly-In. For 1 week it's the busiest airport in the world, and the hotels are booked from Green Bay to Milwaukee. To represent this event I chose a suspended swinging coaster with airplane cars. Nestled in the shadow of the control tower you'll find the house where I spent my first 18 years, in Omro (which is actually about 10 miles from the tower). My boyhood fantasy is here realized, as a roller coaster comes swooping through my back yard and over the house.

Elmwood UFOs

It's estimated that over the last two decades, the townspeople of Elmwood, Wisconsin have seen anywhere from 30 to 50 strange-looking objects in the sky. The town celebrates this distinction during the last week of each July with UFO Days. UFO activities include street dances, a medallion hunt, a queen's coronation, beer and food tents featuring the famous "UFO Burgers," a grand parade and a "cow-chip throwing" contest at the conclusion of the festivities.

Elroy-Sparta Bike Trail
The Elroy-Sparta bike trail is 32 miles in length on abandoned Chicago-Northwestern Railroad bed and passes through three rock-tunnels, one of which is 3/4 of a mile long. I've ridden the trail myself, and it's gorgeous. My version may just look like a bunch of trees but there actually are 2 cycle monorails in there: Elroy Bike Trail and Sparta Bike Trail. I put them at different heights to give the illusion of elevation changes. Between the two rides there are a total of 5 tunnels.

Five Clans of Menominee

Millennia before Europeans came to North America the land that is now Wisconsin was populated by several native tribes. The oldest of those are the Menominee, and unlike most tribes in the U.S. that have survived to the present, the Menominee have a reservation that is within 60 miles of their place of origin. That is where their 5 ancestral clans: Bear, Eagle, Wolf, Moose, and Crane were created. I decided to represent each clan with its own spiral coaster, and if I've done my job right you may be able to tell which is which.

Forevertron
Near Baraboo, Wisconsin, an old man named Tom Every (or Doctor Evermor, as he calls himself) runs a local salvage and dismantling business. But his true passion lies in creating enormous abstract sculptures out of the various copper and steel elements he is able to collect. The result is a surreal, sprawling sci-fi sculpture garden that has to be seen to be believed. The centerpiece of Dr. Evermor's collection is the 320-ton Forevertron, built from important historical material, including several large dynamos that were constructed by Thomas Edison around 1882, and the decontamination chamber from the Apollo space mission. My (loose) recreation is built around a Scrambler flat ride.

Golden Sands Speedway

Since 1967 the Golden Sands Speedway has provided Central Wisconsin race fans with plenty of excitement with its high-banked 1/3 mile oval course. The RCT version, however, is twice that length, cutting a curvy, tire-lined course through the pines, over bridges and down dark tunnels.

Grand Opera House
Presenting the Grand Opera House. Built in 1882 and renovated during the 1980s, this very beautiful and historic building is owned by the city of Oshkosh. My recreation surrounds a 3D Cinema. Be careful, some say the building is haunted by the spirits of old vaudeville performers!

Harley Davidson Factory
Milwaukee is the International headquarters of the Harley Davidson Motor Company, and they even have a factory in the suburb of Wauwatosa. So I decided it was the perfect excuse for a motorcycle coaster with a mechanical theme.

House On The Rock
I won't go into all the details about this magical place, but you can click the link above for a picture of the main attraction, an architectural marvel perched on a 60-foot chimney of rock near Spring Green. The house was constructed in the 1940's by Alex Jordan and was opened to the public in 1961. It's now the centerpiece of a vast complex of weird and cheesy displays that attract a half-million visitors a year. Guests to my park can take an elevator up the rock column where they will have a chance to tour Jordan's "crooked house".

Kenosha Kruncher

This inverted B&M-style coaster is dedicated to my friend Mike, who was born and raised in Kenosha. He helped choose the name and coaster type, and he also suggested the first drop over Lake Michigan. Mike, I saved you a seat in the front car!

Kickapoo Poo-Kicker

My corkscrew coaster doesn't necessarily have anything to do with the Kickapoo Valley for which it's named and placed, but I think the ride does kick some serious poo.

Lac du Flambeau Canoes

Lac du Flambeau, known to the Indians as "Lake of the Torches", has been a permanent Chippewa Indian settlement since 1745, when Chief Sharpened Stone led his band of Chippewas to Flambeau Lake, where a plentiful fish supply made night fishing by torchlight highly successful.

Ladysmith Copper Mine

For the sake of the guests I decided to make my mine landscape a little more thrilling and rustic than the actual copper mine in Ladysmith, on which ground was broke in 1992. Explore the mine pit on the copper train, or tour the semi-enclosed perimeter in copper cars.

Lambeau Field
I bring you historic Lambeau Field in Green Bay, Wisconsin, home to the Green Bay Packers. Dedicated in 1957 (on a day when the Packers beat the Bears), it's now the National Football League's oldest stadium. After several redevelopments, it now seats 71,500 cheeseheads, yet the waiting list for tickets is decades long (literally). My recreation includes the Ring of Fame, which lines the stadium bowl with the names of team's Hall of Fame members. The Lambeau Leap, a mini suspended coaster, is named for the Packers' practice of jumping over the wall in back of the endzone and into the crowd after a touchdown. This tradition was started by safety LeRoy Bulter in 1993 following the scoring return of a fumble recovery against the then-LA Raiders. Stadium Tour is a gentle ride that takes guests around the outer concourse of Lambeau, popping into the stands briefly before returning to the station.

Leinenkugel's Lager Logger

The Jacob Leinenkugel (LINE-en-Koo-gull) Brewing Company began brewing my favorite beer for the Northwoods lumberjacks of Chippewa Falls in 1867. Though the company is now owned by Miller Brewing of Milwaukee and most Leinenkugel’s is brewed there, the returnable bottles like the ones my bandmates and I drink two cases of every week still come from the original Leinie’s brewery.

Manawa Rodeo

This event draws cowboys and cowgirls from around the country to the small town of Manawa each summer. I attended the 1995 rodeo as one of the house musicians stationed in the press booth, which can be seen at the north end of my "steeplechase" arena.

Marinette Buccaneers

I made this B&M flying coaster even before I was fortunate enough to ride Six Flags' Superman: Ultimate Flight (or even know about it). But like S:UF, my pirate-themed tribute to the Buccaneers of the University of Wisconsin in Marinette has a compact layout, moderate pace, and some thrilling inversions.

Mice Love Colby

My cheese-themed wild mouse ride is named after Colby cheese. Colby cheese is named after the Wisconsin town in which it was first produced in 1885, Colby. The town was named after Gardner Colby, whose company built the Wisconsin Central railroad through there. Gardner Colby was named after his father, presumably.

Michigan Island Lighthouse
No one’s really sure why in 1856 a Lighthouse Service official ordered a last-minute change of plans to a Milwaukee contractor's crew that had come to the Apostle Islands with instructions to build a lighthouse. It was originally to be built on Long Island, but it ended up on Michigan Island instead.
Nicolet Needle

Welcome to Nicolet National Forest, where towering pine and hardwood trees are interspersed with hundreds of crystal clear lakes and streams. See this unspoiled landscape (and the rest of the park) from a rotating observation deck.

No Mans Snowmans

Yes, I realize that the plural of snowman is snowmen, but snowmen doesn’t rhyme with No Mans Lake in Northern Wisconsin.

Noah's Ark

In Wisconsin Dells, it's America's Largest Waterpark! "With more than 60 water-based fun activities available, Noah's Ark is the place for water in the Midwest." - Travel Channel July, 2001. I could probably fill a map with a recreation of this place alone, but for Wisconsin I settled on five attractions: interwoven waterslides Back Thunder and The Plunge, Bumper Boats, Flash Flood (splash boats), and Jungle Golf.

Redgranite Quarry Explorer

This is an RCT version of my old swimming hole, the quarry in Redgranite, WI. I call my submarine ride the Redgranite Quarry Explorer, and if half of the rumors about what's at the bottom of the quarry are true, it should be quite an interesting ride indeed.

Sand Island Lighthouse
Considered by many to be one of the most beautiful lighthouses on Lake Superior, the gothic structure was built from sandstone quarried right at the building site.

Sheepshead Shuffler

If Wisconsin had an official card game, it would be Sheepshead. I don’t play it myself, but some folks say it’s a lot like Euchre. My inverted impulse coaster will shuffle you good, as you twist and dive through the ride’s six playing-card tunnels (twice!).

State Pen Breakout

The Stanley Correctional Institution in Stanley, Wisconsin is a medium-security facility that just started accepting inmates last September, so it’s safe to say there has never been a successful escape from this prison. See if you can be the first.

Sunday! Sunday! Sunday!

SUNDAY! It’s a CAR-CRUSHING, BONE-CRUNCHING DESTRUCTATHON as you drive your WIDOW-MAKING MONSTER MACHINE OF MAYHEM through a gentle course of TOTALLY TWISTED METAL!! THE GROUND’S ALREADY SHAKIN’!!! SUNNNDAAAYYYYYY!!!!

Taliesin

I’ve never actually seen Taliesin, teaching estate of the late, great architect Frank Lloyd Wright. But I’ve toured enough of his buildings (especially his Midwestern homes, and Taliesin West in Arizona) to be able to craft my B&M coaster in his style. This thrilling ride speeds through four inversions as it twists and loops in and out of several  Wright-style structures.

Thresher

Here's my tribute to the 20,000+ small family dairy farms in Wisconsin, featuring my 4D coaster, the Thresher. It makes 5 passes through the "cornfield", spinning wildly as it speeds between the Giant Beanstalks. Make sure to stop at the farmhouse for a homemade ice-cream cone or a tall glass of lemonade.

Trials of Ice Mountain

The only entrance to Ice Mountain is through the first trial. You may only advance up the mountain by completing each successive maze. Brave souls who make it to the top are rewarded with the chance to acquire the rare White Balloon of St. Croix. Are you up to the challenge?

Viking Pier

Viking explorers first reached North America around the year 1000, and they eventually worked their way up the Great Lakes to the Western tip of Lake Superior. They were surely the first Europeans to see Wisconsin. This section of the park celebrates the Norsemen with two swinging ships, Viking Ship and Thor’s Hammer, as well as the Lutefisk Hut where you can pick up some boiled cod that’s been soaked in lye (yum!).

Virtual Rhinelander

The city of Rhinelander was named after a man who probably never saw it. F. W. Rhinelander was president of the railroad that agreed to come through town. I nevertheless themed this section of the park like the German Rhineland. I'm not sure what you'll experience in the Virtual Rhinelander pod, but I hear it's quite engaging.

White Tail

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources estimates the state’s deer population at 1.6 million. That’s a lot of deer! No wonder Wisconsin’s hunters manage to shoot an average of 200,000 during their 9-day season. Ride this wooden coaster and maybe you’ll be one of the lucky ones to survive against the Deer Hunter. Or maybe you’ll become part of that yummy venison sausage my dad gives me every year.

WI Dells Duck Boats
The real Wisconsin Dells Ducks (amphibious wheeled boats) take visitors up and down a slow, rocky, cliff-walled section of the Wisconsin River. I had to settle for pale green swans that make a big circle.

Winnebago Walleye Run

Spend the day on Lake Winnebago in your very own rowboat. If you’re lucky the walleye will be biting and you can save some money on lunch.

Wisconsin Central

The Wisconsin Central railroad came into being in 1987, largest of the U.S. regional railroads created in the wake of deregulation. In my Wisconsin the train takes you through one of four legs of a scenic tour through the park’s most beautiful landscapes.

Wisconsin Rapids

Wisconsin Rapids is a small city in central WI. There are rapids there, but the ride is found only in my park.

World's Largest Carousel

As part of the House On The Rock complex near Spring Green, the World's Largest Carousel has over 20,000 light and 269 handcrafted animals -- not one a horse! It is 35 feet tall, 80 feet wide and weighs 35 tons.

World's Largest Six-Pack
Until the G. Heileman Brewing Company closed its original brewery in LaCrosse, Wisconsin a few years ago, these six holding tanks were painted to look like huge cans of Old Style beer and together they formed the World's Largest Six-Pack. Unfortunately, the brewery has since been sold and the tanks painted solid white. Regardless, this launched LIM coaster provides a short but thrilling ride around the brewery as it appeared in its G. Heileman days.

