POLDER KOLDER

A tribute to Amazing Earl’s “amazing” rides and scenery! Thank you so much for all of them! 

Being a “dutchie” I decided to make this a trip to the Netherlands. Of course, in my case, the Netherlands with a wink! Although almost everything in this park more or less “exists” in Real Life in the Netherlands it also involves a lot of my imagination! Schiphol Airport of course does exist but isn’t located in sea in RL. The Schiphol management would LOVE to have it there for years now, though, so I made their wish come through! The architect Berlage designed a lot of now famous buildings, but I don’t think there is a railway station amongst them. There really is a Cruquius stoomgemaal but it looks different in RL………etc, etc, etc. So don’t look for exact copies for you will not find any! This is “my” Holland made for Amazing Earl!

It is only a small park (70x70) of course, for Holland is a small country. The peeps preference is set to low intensity and you will not find a ride in here with an intensity rating above 6. 

Amazing Earl will arrive at Schiphol Airport! The crew in the flight tower is really excited about having a famous person visiting Holland as you can see! Of course he is arriving on Flight AE 001!

There are several places to stay after arriving: Hotel “Deltawerken”, Pension “Dijkzicht”, Hotel & Congress center “Zeezicht”, de Groene Draak  a Chinese hotel/restaurant or a Roman Villa called Cave Canem (latin for “watch out for the dog”).

The staff in the park all has Dutch names and as you might notice, there are lots of “policemen” around. This is because of the slogan of the Dutch Government: “Meer blauw op straat”(“More blue in the streets” the Dutch police wear blue and black uniforms). 

All entertainers are called after famous Dutch comedians (dead and alive) except for one (LOL) but I’m sure that one will feel at home amongst the others. Oh, and one other: me, awaiting my guests a bit nervous.

A small guided tour………

We start at the entrance of Polder Kolder. The big square in front of it has several “monuments”. One, I’m sure, is familiar to you! 

We climb upon the dike  towards “De Vuurpijl”. Each year during summer a big fireworks festival takes place in Scheveningen, a famous beach resort. Of course now that AE was coming they planned that for that date. Next are the bulb fields ending next to the Berlage station. In this area we find the “Keukenhof” Express.  Then we enter the “Amsterdam” area. With canals of course, and pubs and restaurants. There is a fair going on! Production: Amazing Earl entertainment! You find canal houses, the Rijksmuseum (Rembrandt’s famous painting :” de Nachtwacht” is there), The “academie voor kleinkunst” (a school, where people like AE are learning their art.), The tower, Jan van Schaffelaar jumped down from to save the life of his people (He didn’t have a parachute though! This tower actually is located in Barneveld, not in Amsterdam but……..it looked good here!). Next area, contains some of my personal memories. My old school: Coevorder lyceum, Zandmeer: a lake that just came into being because lots of sand were needed to build new roads and…..when you start digging in Holland you get……water! Along the dike there is…..Hans Brinkers…jumping up and down, because he just found this “hole in the dike” letting the water in,  pension “Dijkzicht”,  a “Energie centrale with a modern windmill (this one of a very “special” design!) and solar panels.  Walking on along the dike we pass Café Hoge Nood, De Gedoemde Dom en  the Cruquius Stoomgemaal(which actually is still working in RL!), en Eendenfokkerij Het lelijke Eendje to end at De Pier van Scheveningen. On the Pier there are several stalls and attractions. Coming back from The Pier we go to left back to the main entrance square passing along Klompenfabriek Van Houten.

This is most of it in a nutshell…….but there is more: De Deltawerken, Werk in Uitvoering………….Wander around and enjoy yourself!

October 2003,

Mama Bear

PS. Mea culpa, mea culpa! I didn’t add the super slide (gives me a nervous breakdown every 5 minutes while in the park) and……..the Easter eggs!!! I really forgot those! And it all started with them! Sorry about that. 

Polder Kolder Encyclopedia:

Some things couldn’t be translated nor explained, some things explained themselves (lot of the food and drinks) and some things I just forgot (LOL).

Academie voor Kleinkunst:
Academy for Cabaret

Agent:



Officer

Baggermolen:
A device to dig up stuff(like sand) from the bottom of a lake or canal.

Berlage:


Famous architect living end 19th, beginning 20th century

“Blauwtje”:
If a boy likes a girl very much but she is letting him down you get a “Blauwtje”. It means: little or small blue.

Boer:



Farmer

Bollenboer:


Bulb “farmer” 

Bollenpellers:
A favorite vacation job in the bulb area’s. Once the bloom is over the bulbs are dug up and need to be split. Did that myself when I was 15! Gives you lots of blisters on your fingers!

Boot, boten:


Boat, boats

Brandaris:


Famous Lighthouse in the Netherlands.

Bruin Café:


An old-fashioned type of pub. Bruin means brown.

De Drie Pinten:

The Three Beers

De Gedoemde Dom:
The doomed dome. This is a product of my fantasy: I really wanted to use the ghosts!

De gekke koster:
The crazy sexton

De Groene Draak:
The Green Dragon

De Twee Vingers
The two fingers. Back in school in my days if you had to go to the restroom you put your arm up showing 2 fingers. That way the teacher knew you had to go to the toilet.

Deltawerken:
The unique structure that closes the sea arms in Zeeland (province in the north west of Holland) after the flood in 1952 

Derde Jaars:
The third year pupils. At their age they were allowed to drive mopeds and the motor cross ride did remind me of the schoolyard in the morning when the third years arrived.

Die Rooie:
That Redhead

Draaimolen:


Merry-go-round

Dijkzicht
Dike view

Eendenfokkerij:
Duck farm. In a certain part of Holland you find lots of them. 

Energie centrale

Power plant

“Geeltje”
means: small yellow. It was the nickname for our old 25 guilder bill

Geheimen der Diepzee:
Secrets of the Deep sea 

Gemaal:


Pumping station

Glijbaan “de Vuurtoren”
Slide: The lighthouse

Het hok van Deijn:
That’s what we called the poky little room of our school’s caretaker (mister Deijn) where he kept everything that was found on the school grounds. If you missed something you had to go there to see if it was there. 

Het Lelijke Eendje:

The Ugly Duckling

Het witte voetje:
means: the small white foot. Get a “wit voetje” means trying to make a person like you in a boot licking way!!

Hoge Nood:
High Emergency (when you have to really, really go to the toilet)

Huis, huizen


House, houses

In de wolken: 


In the clouds, also: being very happy!

Keukenhof:
A park (not in this park!) where during spring all types of bulbs (thousands of each!) are shown in an artistic arrangement.

Klompenfabriek

Wooden shoes factory

Kolder: 


Fun with a “laugh”; nonsense

Observatie toren
Observation tower

Onderzee onderzoek:
submarine research


Oranje boven:
Orange up! Slogan we use for the royal family.

Pannekoekenhuis:
Pancake house, restaurant that sells pancakes

“Soepgang”:
That’s what we called the hall in our school where we could buy snacks and stuff. Soep means soup.

Sluiswachter:
lock keeper

Specerijen:
Spices (like cinnamon and the like) The 17th century merchants imported lots of those along with coffee, fabrics and other stuff.

Spelevaren:


boating

Stoffen:


Fabrics

Stoom:



Steam

Toer:



Tour

Vaart:



Tour on water

Vuurpijl:


Rocket (fireworks)

Vliegende Hollander:

Flying Dutchman

Weerhaan:


Weather vane

Werk in Uitvoering:

Under Construction

Zeezicht:


Sea view

Zweefmolen:


Swinger

20.000 mijlen onder zee:
20.000 miles beneath sea, Jules Verne’s famous book!

The addition -je or -tje to a word makes it small. Like boot = boat, but bootje = small boat, huis = house but huisje = small house. LOL Mama Beer = Mama Bear, Mama Beertje = Little Mama Bear! 

awdtdcghnjk./:  Gijs, our cat, also wanted to make a contribution and walked right over my keyboard.  You can even notice he walked from left to right!

