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Many millennia ago, in a long-forgotten realm, the ancient empire of Cortanth arose to a period of unrivaled success and splendor.  Following the unification of the kingdom during the Dark Battles, the emperors of Cortanth ruled through two thousand years of peace and prosperity.  During this time of unparalleled serenity, the people of the empire experienced a near-utopian society, rarely suffering from disease or hunger and never afflicted by the numbing pain of violence.

Though the capital of the empire Chátâl Còrinth, was by far the grandest city of Cortanth, all of its cities were renowned for their beauty and riches.  Among them was Valkyr Sol, the transportation hub of the empire.  Here, inter-territorial routes relayed passengers and cargo to and from the farthest reaches of the land.  The Valkyr Transys network was famed for its speed, efficiency, and engineering, reaching destinations in times unmatched by any other mode of transportation.  
Valkyr 
Sol first gained prominence when it was discovered to be a seemingly limitless resource of Myrkinum, a golden metal one hundred times stronger than any other known material and more lustrous than diamond itself.  Burrowvoles were quickly installed to mine the precious material, which soon was exported throughout the empire and used in the most beautiful buildings.  Valkyr Sol, however, used by far the most Myrkinum in its buildings, and soon, the golden-saturated views of the city became legendary.  

The cities emergence as the transportation focal point of the empire did not occur until after the discovery of nytrogene, a powerful fuel that was soon used in all government operations.  The combination of the two materials led to a rapid influx of the empire’s best engineers, and before long, Valkyr Sol also became the intellectual headquarters of Cortanth.  This position forged a deep bond with Chátâl Còrinth, which was located not far down the delta, and the two became almost twin cities in the eyes of many.

Valkyr Sol was not one to sweep away its past.  Throughout the core and the outlying areas of the city, traces of the empire’s early tools and relics could still be found.  Old suspended lift systems still stood many centuries after the rise of nytrogene-powered transports.  In addition, old rail networks used for intra-city movement were preserved.  Among the most famous was eXis Terra, a semi-subterranean line that was still preserved and used even after more modern technologies were perfected because of its sentimental and efficient value.

Like the rest of the empire, however, following Cortanth’s two thousand years of prosperity, Valkyr Sol was mysteriously abandoned, seemingly overnight.  Historians have never been able to find a reason, though countless theories of famine, plague, cataclysm, and war exist.  The cities of Cortanth, however, have aged remarkably well and are still preserved in their original shape.  Today’s tourists, venturing through the streets, can see that many of the empire’s structures still stand firm, and many of its machines still function as well as they did so many millennia ago.  It stands as a great testament to the engineering clarity and ingenuity of the people of that realm that their creations still operate flawlessly today.  However, will the mystery of the Fall of Cortanth ever be resolved?  Many researchers have reported feeling the ghostly specter of the past as they explore the cities.  Whether such reports are hallucination remains to be seen, but the only way to verify anything is to explore the city for yourself…
