Welcome to Mont Saint Michel......... (open in Word, Office or OpenOffice to see the pictures)
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This park is based on an existing rock, with it's impressive church on top and it's old village on the lower level. 

Where is it situated

Mont Saint Michel is a clump of (granite) rocks jutting out of the waters of the English Channel. 

It is situated roughly one kilometer off the coast of Normandy, which is on the north edge of France.

The whole islet is about one kilometer in diameter.

Before a causeway was built to it, it was connected to the mainland by a thin natural landbridge which was covered by water at high tide and revealed at low tide.

The tides in this area vary greatly and quickly,and have been described by Victor Hugo as being "as swiftly as a galloping horse"   ("à la vitesse d'un cheval au galop"): the tide actually comes in at one meter per second.The danger of drowning due to costal tides after getting caught in quicksand continues to claim lives.
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History of the church.

The legend tells us that in AD 708 the archangel Michael appeared before the bishop of Avranches, St. Aubert, and commanded him to build a church on the rock.

The bishop repeatedly ignored these instructions, until Michael pierced a whole in the bishop's skull with his finger........

Then St. Aubert started to build a chapel on the mount in which about 100 people could gather.......and pilgrim's started to visit the archangel's spot (although many lost their lives because of the upcoming tide....). 

In the 10th century, the chapel already was too small to accomodate the visitors, and new plans were made.

In the 11th century, an Italian architect, (W. de Volpiano) was chosen as the building contractor. He designed the Romanesque church of the abbey, daringly placing the transept crossing at the top of the mount. Many underground crypts and chapels had to be built to compensate for this weight. These formed the basis for the supportive upward structure that can be seen today. (Today Mont Saint Michel is seen as a gothic church.)

The whole structure is built on a land mass which is about 80 meters tall, and is itself also about 80 meters high. On top of the spire is a statue of archangel Michael.
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During the ages, It has been a well-known destination for religious pilgrims. However, there have been many sinister moments in the church's history. It has been subject to many fires, has been damaged and partly collapsed, been rebuilt and been added to. It also played a part in historical events such as the Hundred Year's War and the French Revolution, and in the 19th century the abbey was closed and turned into a prison.It’s role in these events was largely made possible by the fact that its walls are highly fortified, and it’s remote location adds to the inaccessibility.

The village that grew up and around the abbey lies huddled within the fortifications, and it has ben described by many as being like a maze with staircases leading up behind the shops and various walkways providing access to other spots...
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The Mont Saint Michel and its bay were added to the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites in 1979, as they rank high on such World Heritage Site criteria as cultural, historical, and architectural significance, as well as human-created and natural beauty.

Nowadays, it is one of the most-visited tourist attractions in France, with patrons arriving from all over the world.

Why are there rideable attractions in such a place..........??

The abbott of Mont Saint Michel regretted it very much that, in spite of the swarms of visitors, so few children and young teenagers were amongst them. He attributed this to the assumption that younger people tend to find old architecture very dull and boring.

So he decided to turn part of the Mont into an Edutainment (Education coupled with Entertainment) area, hoping that parents would bring their children with them when they visited, safe in the knowledge the younger people would pick up some of the culture and history that this special spot on earth has to offer, while having fun at the same time.

After years of fighting with the authorities about this idea, finally the Normandy Department and the French Government consented, albeit under the strict condition that these rides should blend into the architecture of the Mount as much as possible. 

So ends the latest chapter in the history of this staggering testament to the achievements of man.

We wish you a happy and unforgettable visit to the Mont Saint Michel!

Tycoon Bandits, July 2006.
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