World Showcase: Readme
H2H5 Week 1—Hurricanes


Welcome to the Hurricanes’ gateway to the World! World Showcase is a collection of masterful creations and vibrant atmospheres reflecting the many cultures of the world. Obviously, lots of inspiration came from the actual World Showcase at Epcot in Orlando, Florida, but much also comes from the team itself. Each country acts as a visual and sensory representative of a different culture and a different world, revealing local architecture, food, products, and entertainment, as well as mixing in the thrills only a world-class theme park can offer. We sincerely hope that you can enjoy this park for what it is, and we also hope you can take the time to appreciate all the detailed and fine work each builder brought to the park. Lots of time and work was invested into this, and it truly paid off. As a team, we sincerely hope you enjoy this park to its fullest. Now, go be a traveler and explore the world in World Showcase. We hope you have fun.
--Hurricanes 2009
America


-The park starts off in the good old USA. Guests enter under a clock tower into a quaint colonial village. Amidst red-brick Georgian buildings, guests can enjoy all of the charms of colonial America. The main attraction in this land is the Hall of Presidents. Based off of audio-animatronics and film, the Hall offers an entertaining and inspiring look into the history of America, from the trials faced by the colonists during the Revolutionary War to today’s prosperity under the technological age. This is as optimistic as American history can get, with rousing speeches performed by AA’s of such inspiring presidents as Washington, Lincoln, Roosevelt, Kennedy and Obama. Moving movies offer pictorial views of important moments, and the whole show is topped off by an amazing finale led by all of the presidents. This isn’t your everyday history lesson!


Those wanting a quiet, relaxing attraction or a good family attraction will flock to Carousel, a historic 1920 carousel revived under a Georgian roof. This offers one of the most picturesque views of the land, as well as the World Showcase lagoon. The land also features restaurants offering the finest in American delicacies, ranging from funnel cakes to fries. The All-American Eatery hosts some of America’s crowning culinary creations, like delicious burgers, crispy fries, and frosty shakes. The most popular food offered in this land, and arguably the whole park, have to be the turkey legs, which are grilled to a crispy finish right before your eyes. Those looking for a timeless souvenir commemorating their visit to the park need look no further than the Hall of Presidents Souvenirs and Penny Press. This store, featuring clothing for all ages and sexes, mugs, scrapbooks, and other commemorative items, also features the only large collection of Presidential collectable plates, completely available for purchase. This store offers the widest selection of park-branded goods, and is the perfect place to buy your end-of-the-day souvenirs. Ultimately, this land offers some of the widest selections of food and gifts for any guest, xenophobic or not.
France


-Welcome to the gay Paris of the Belle Époque and beyond. Lose yourself among the aged copper mansard rooves and stone walls of the town, and revel in the romantic atmosphere that only a country like France can offer. Commanding the skyline is the graceful profile of that Iron Lady, the EiFall Tower. Home to one of the most exhilarating rides in the park, the tower launches guests up almost 150 feet up to the top of the tower, where they command the best views of the entire park. From there, they freefall back down to earth. only to repeat the process once more. This ride is noteworthy in offering an experience unique to any others in the park by giving guests an exciting thrill and a breathtaking view.


Those who choose to stay on terra firma can still view the wonderful architecture and atmosphere in the France pavilion. The right half of the area is dedicated to the classical creations of the Belle Époque, complete with clean stone walls, mansard rooves, gardens, and a glass, Art-Nouveau pavilion. Beyond a central fountain lays France’s more rustic side. Guests enter the pavilion to see a vineyard and chateau, complete with a wine and cheese store, offering free wine tasting every hour. Also available for food are crepes, a popular French delicacy. Available in both sweet and savory, these delicious treats are sure to quench your appetite no matter your mood. Parkgoers are able to pick up many specialty gifts in this area. The vineyard offers plenty of imported wines and cheeses that can be purchased, and Les Blousons offers the latest French fashion trends
. More low-key gifts can be bought in Les Sous-venirs. The whole area is completely hospitable, and the warm vibes and romantic mood of this land are sure to bring people back for more.
Brazil

Welcome to one of the most exotic and exhilarating places on Earth! This land, located in the heart of the lush Amazon jungle, pulses with the beat and jungle drums and carnival marimbas. Find yourself deep in the forest, under tribal huts. More importantly, become one with nature on the Amazon Jungle Cruise. Take a boat deep into the heart of the jungle and observe the many wondrous species of the jungle, like mischievous monkeys, or sinister snakes. Cruise through a ruined temple on the way, but watch out for angry natives! 

If you make your way back into civilization, go see what else Brazil has to offer. Follow the high-energy beats, shrill whistles, and pulsating lights to the Carnival stage. Here, dancers in flamboyant and exotic costumes put on a high-energy show for guests, immersing them in the fun of Carnival every day! Guests can even join in, becoming a part of the show and the fun. For those seeking quieter enjoyments, make your way to one of Brazil’s two authentic Amazon jungle huts, home to the delightful food of the nation. Rio Chips offers the best in Brazilian spices and grilling, serving delicious steaks dripping in fiery spices. Make your way over to Amazon River Juice
 to try a delicious drink of Amazonian fruits, including the now-famed Acai berry. No matter your mood, there’s adventure to explore in Brazil!  

Morocco


Immediately upon entering Morocco, you can sense of feeling of exoticism and adventure. The air hangs with the smells of incense and spices, filling with the lively sounds of hagglers and vendors. Step into the Medina to find one of the most exciting markets in the Western world, and follow the screams to the Barbary Falcon. Twisting its way over and through the Medina, or old city, the Falcon offers a thrilling and exciting ride. It features five inversions, narrow misses with desert Kasbahs, a swooping drop over the lagoon, and a refreshing splash finale. See the land in a whole new way once your feet come dangerously close to hitting a wall as you twist through a tower, or flip upside down mere feet above the rooves of the town. This ride is one of the most exciting inverted coaster in the world, offering a rare chance to really interact with the environment.

The rest of the land is just as nice. Explore the market of Morocco, taking in the wonders and amazement of the sheer amount of goods offered. Stop by at the Tangier Tee-Shirt Company to pick up a quality shirt to commemorate your visit. Fez Traders offers a rare chance to purchase quality imported hats from Morocco, giving guests a better chance to connect with the culture. Also, enjoy Moroccan hospitality at its finest at Moroccan Iced Tea, where locals pour you tea in the traditional, theatrical way, all under the gaze of beautiful belly dancers
. Overall, this land gives guests a chance to live the exotic life, all within the comfort of World Showcase.

India


Under the dominating façade of the Taj Mahal palace lays the peaceful domain of India. Experience the classical exoticism of the land by experiencing the finest of India’s architecture, cuisine, and goods. Hop on Shiva Spin to experience a fun ride all while enjoying the sights of India. Cars whirl through an Indian garden and around a peaceful fountain, giving guests a ride that strikes the balance between calm and excitement.


India offers more goods than almost any other land. Both inside the beautiful Taj Mahal and in its accompanying buildings are many fun eateries and shops. Restaurants and stands such as Makki Ki Roti, Hyderabadi biryani, and Chai offer authentic Indian cuisine to appease any adventurous palate, and those who seek the fiery pleasures of curry and cooling refreshment of iced spiced Chai tea. Those who are scared to try the best of India can go to Bombay Beagles or Slumdog Subs to pick up more Americanized fare, all while tasting the more subtle flavors of India. This land is one to enjoy the sun in, to relax and enjoy life in, and to experience a wonderful new culture in.

Mexico


Bienvenidos! Mexico is one of World Showcase’s more exciting areas, featuring a thick Yucatan jungle, a towering Mayan temple pyramid, and a bustling jungle town, all in one area. Those seeking excitement should beware the revenge of the snake god on Quetzaqoatl, a thrilling coaster that launches riders up a large hill, immediately drops them vertically, and spins them around the jungle all in a thrilling few seconds. This ride offers the largest rush of any in the park, and should be considered by any who want a thrill. Experience the largest rush in the park, only in Mexico.


Like India, Mexico also offers a lot for any visitor. Those seeking food and drink can look no further than tacos, nachos, and mojitos
. What doesn’t say fun like sitting down to a plate of cheesy chips and a cool glass of sweet, minty rum? Delicacies like this will take you to another world, where Mexican food goes beyond the heat lamps of your local Taco Bell. Those looking to indulge in some stereotypical Mexican fun can by serapes and sombreros and embrace their inner bandito. The prices are low, and the good are of high quality, making them a smart buy for any globally-minded shopper. Mexico is a land of exotic thrill and adventure, and is a must-visit on any parkgoer’s itinerary.
China


The first thing that strikes you as you enter China is the beauty of the gardens. China, famed for its gardens, features a smaller one right here in World Showcase. Among the lilies and lotuses lay beautiful buildings. The pavilion is fronted by the round Temple of Heaven, a scale replica of one of China’s most famous temples. Towards the back lay the impressive stone walls of the Forbidden Palace, home to Wonders of China. A crossover from Epcot’s World Showcase, the film highlights the amazing natural and man-made beauties of China, like the dramatic karst landscapes or the delicate temples. See amazing acrobats perform while you wait in the beautiful garden of the Imperial Dragon, a testament to the wonderful gardens in Suzhou, the famed garden city of China.


Wander among the gardens and buildings of China to explore the best of what the country has to offer. Inside the Temple are China’s two eateries. Panda Express offers fresh, quick Chinese favorites to all guests, no matter their appetite or preferences. Also there is the Oriental Tea Company, a teahouse and store. Guests can try imported black, green, and oolong teas in the tasting room, while the main room offers all the teas for purchase, as well as porcelain tea sets. Jin Mao Gifts, located in its own building across from the Temple, is the largest purveyor of quality Chinese goods this side of the Yangtze. Guests can purchase imported fans, ceramics, paintings, calligraphy, teak, lacquered products, and many more high-quality objects, which can be picked up at Guest Services at the end of the day. China is the perfect pavilion to bask in the glory of a nation steeped in history and beauty.

Italy


Once you pass across the stone bridge and under the Italian flag, you are deep within the richness of Italy’s artistic culture. Wander around the Venetian promenade at the front, commanded by a scale replica of the Doge’s Palace and a typical Venetian Gothic palace. Also along the pathway is an Italian country building, decked in stucco and brick. In the heart of the pavilion is the Piazzo Italia, crowned by the column of St. Peter.  One can hop in a gondola and explore the canal view of the buildings on the Venetian gondolas. Around the corner is a more rustic Italy, based on the charms of Umbria and Tuscany. Enjoy a meal in an outdoor café facing an olive grove, or eat wonderful food at Fruiti della Rialto, a purveyor of classic Italian dishes. Mario’s Pizzeria offers the finest wood-oven pizzas in the Napoli fashion.

Those seeking entertainment should head the back of the pavilion, where Italian pantomime actors perform hilarious, entertaining shows multiple times a day, all under a quaint, shaded amphitheater. Souvenirs are also common in this pavilion. Those seeking for low-key goods should go to ItalTee, the best tee-shirt shop in the park. Finer goods can be found in Vesuvian Gifts and Venetian Glassware. The former offers Italian art and furniture, while the latter specializes in the beautiful glassware of the Venetian Islands of Murano and Burano. This land is one of beauty and elegance.

Russia


Go beyond the Iron Curtain into the great land of Russia. One is immediately struck by the opulent beauty of the architecture, from the gilded weeding-cake exterior of the Winter Palace, based off of the one in St. Petersburg, to the domed splendor of St. Basil’s Cathedral in Moscow. This is a country of hospitable people, and the atmosphere of the beautiful country. Inside the winter palace is the indoor teacup ride, reminiscent of the excitement of the Russian traditional dances. The thrill of being indoors takes this common ride to unique heights, making it a fun experience for any visitor.

Those seeking authentic Russian food just need to go to Morozhenoe or Pelmeni, home to delicious Russian delicacies. If you’re seeking something quicker, go out to the Borscht stand in the front of the pavilion to pick up a piping-hot bowl of Russia’s favorite soup, complete with sour cream and chives. One can also buy fur hats. If you are looking for intellectual stimulation, just go to Tolstoy’s works and pick up a copy of Anna Karenina and revel in the beauty of Russian literature. This area is the perfect place to go to slow down your pace after enjoying some of the more exotic areas.

The United Kingdom

Only at World Showcase will you find a UK like this: sunny, warm, and ever-clean. The land is a collaboration of hundreds of years of styles, from the Tudor, half-timbered buildings to medieval castles to the gothic pubs of today. The first thing that beckons guests is the London Eye, a ferris wheel that offers splendid views right over the lagoon and all over the park. This is a great ride to take a date on, especially during the fireworks. Those seeking more substance can head to A Drive About, taking a visual drive through the amazements of London past and present, going through the Tower of London, its Tudor town, passing by a Victorian chimney sweep, and past a hospitable booby. Enjoy England on A Drive About and embrace your inner Brit.


You can feed this inner Brit as well with all of the traditional high-calorie offerings in the land. You can pick up Bangers and Mash, or a piping-hot sausage with a side of mashed potatoes, as well as the ubiquitous fish and chips, served wrapped in a newspaper. Although you may just clog an artery, the food in the UK is delectable and surprisingly tasty, despite rumors. While you’re there, pick up Smarties and an Aero, and enjoy the rest of your day at World Showcase.

Norway


Welcome to the great green north of Norway, land of Vikings and blonds. Here, guests can enjoy the wonders of Norway’s historical and mythological legacy. Dominating the area is a traditional wooden stave church, with its distinguishable dragon carvings and shingled rooves. The major ride here is Viking, a thrilling boat ride through the Norwegian wilderness. Riders ascend to the top of a fjord cliff, only to plummet down a waterfall to a wet finish, ducking under a ruined longboat on their way. This longboat is also home to a fabulous kids’ play area, complete with rope ladders, slides, and plenty of opportunities to get wet. The attractions in this land focus the guest on the rich seafaring traditions for Norway.


At the base of the fjord and church lays a small village home to eateries. Those needing a good warm-up after a chilly plunge on Viking can pick up a soothing coffee at Norwegian Coffee, the best coffee shop in the park, in the nice location, under a beautiful Norwegian forest. Lefses serves traditional Norwegian fare in quaint village buildings. Explore the wonders of nature and the sea when you visit the wet and wild thrills of Norway!

Australia


G’day mate, and welcome to the Land Down Under, more specifically the Outback. Despite its desert environment, this area is one of the parks most vibrant. Hop on the park’s third roller coaster, Aussie Whirl.  A wooden version of Animal Kingdom’s Primeval Whirl, the ride spins riders through hairpin turns and sudden drops, all while ducking through bones, under waterfalls, and through tunnels. This ride gets its thrill from its unpredictability and its exciting theming elements, making this yet another immersive addition to the park. Animal lovers can go to the animal exhibit in the center of the area to view animals like kangaroos, Koalas, and Tasmanian Devils, all in a natural environment.


Pick up delicious food at Blooming Onions, the home to America’s favorite fried whole onion. Bring a few friends and share a large onion for a cheap and filling meal. Kangaroo Quenchers offers many different drinks, including Fosters, Australia’s favorite beer, and Yellowtail, an Australian wine. These places offer fun food to complement the fun environment of Australia. Queensland Crafts offers hundreds of handmade goods, like boomerangs or didgeridoos, all in affordable prices. Experience the fun of the Outback in Australia.
Daily Occurrences


--Watch for the parade every day. Floats representing the pavilions drive around the lagoon, occasionally stopping, for a fun-filled, high energy dance party. This is a not-miss parade, and a great crowd favorite. Just listen to their cheers!


--Experience the wonder of fire and the elements every night with the Illuminations firework show in the middle of the lagoon. This is also not-miss, and the best show offered in the park. You’ll ove it!
� Any items purchased in these stores can be picked up at the end of the day at Guest Services, located in America


� Not actually Amazon River water


� Yes, they’re family appropriate ;)


� Anyone appearing under the age of 30 will be carded. Alcohol limited to those 21 and older.





